Crack Pipes for Sale
By Jenn Boulay
For the BOLD Paraphernalia Awareness Committee
Imagine you are purchasing milk from your neighborhood convenience store. On your way to the counter, something catches your eye. It is a sign which reads “Crack Pipes Sold Here.” Would you be alarmed? Throughout this country there is a growing trend where drug paraphernalia is being sold as novelty items in such places. Although there is no sign which explicitly describes the intended use for these items, many individuals in the drug underworld are familiar with its function. 
The items in question are slender glass tubes approximately four inches in length. They may contain paper roses, incense, or pens. The items contained within are discarded and the tubes are used as pipes for smoking crack cocaine. The street name for these tubes is “straight shooters”. In some stores, these items may be purchased along with a lighter and a wad of “Chore Boy” steel scrubbing pad for use as a filter for the pipe. In some cases, the roses contain the steel wool within the tube. Depending on the level of awareness among consumers and law enforcement in the area, these items may be sold in plain view, right on the counter or concealed behind the counter.
Although these glass tubes appear to be harmless novelty items, the majority of them are intentionally sold to drug abusers. An undercover investigation by the Seattle News Team WRDW shed light on the growing problem. Of the sixteen area convenience stores they visited, only two did not carry this item. Twelve of these stores sold the tubes to the reporter “and admitted they’re used to smoke crack”. In Fall River, Marilyn Edge from the Health Department has reported to BOLD that thirty-eight area stores carry drug paraphernalia, including glass tubes. These stores are located in areas with a history of violent crime and drug dealing.
Communities throughout the country are creating ordinances that ban the sale of these items or fine retailers who sell them. Massachusetts General Law 94C, 321 states it is illegal to possess or manufacture drug paraphernalia with the intent to sell it. If it is reasonable to believe that retailers are aware of the intended use of these items when they sell them, they are committing a crime.
The BOLD Drug Paraphernalia Awareness Committee is taking steps to educate the public about this ongoing problem, and we urge retailers to play a responsible role. We have sent retailers a letter informing them of this problem, and we have crack pipe information cards to distribute to members of our community that describe the glass tubes and ask people to take action by reporting offenders. 
The problem is not that novelty items are being misused as drug paraphernalia, rather drug paraphernalia is being sold under the guise of a novelty item. If the roses, pens or incense were sold in hypodermic needles, would it still be considered a novelty item? We respectfully ask everyone to act responsibly with regard to this problem. 
Through education and prevention we will see lasting results in combating the current drug problem.  Everyone can make a difference in our community.  Together we can create a healthy community for our youth.

The Building Our Lives Drug-Free Coalition is a group of Greater Fall River Area citizens committed to working together to create a healthy community for our young people. The BOLD Coalition is a youth substance abuse prevention coalition comprised of community volunteers, agency representatives, educators, members of city government, school representatives, and youth.  Everyone in the community is welcome and encouraged to participate.  

Please contact us at 508-324-7775 or www.boldcoalition.org.
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