FALL RIVER MASTER PLAN:

Defining Fall River’s Tomorrow

SUMMARY OF VISIONING WORKSHOP

Approximately eighty (80) people attended a Visioning Workshop held on Wednesday, June 27, 2007 at the Heritage State Park Center at Battleship Cove in Fall River from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Purpose of the workshop:  The purpose of the workshop was to invite the Fall River community to come together and generate ideas that will create a shared vision for the city’s future.  This in turn will be used as the foundation for an action plan that will outline the steps necessary to attain this vision.

Process: The event began with a welcome from the Mayor and the Co-Chairs of the Master Plan Steering Committee.  This was followed by a brief slide show by the consultants describing the purpose and process of a master plan.   

Participants were then divided into six groups of approximately 12 individuals in each group.  Discussions were facilitated and the same questions were asked of all the groups.  Finally a representative from each discussion group was asked to present highlights of their group’s discussions.   A summary of these follows.

KEY ELEMENTS TO INCLUDE IN A SHARED VISION OF

FALL RIVER

Preserve what is good about Fall River….


Waterfront


Celebrate diversity of population


Preserve historic buildings, churches, and parks


Preserve and educate public about natural resources


Bio-reserve, ponds, forest


Variety of Food and restaurants

Improve Education System

Develop Tourist Industry

Develop waterfront - accessible recreation space

Revitalize Downtown, including addressing parking issue

Preserve and enhance usage of parks

Support ethnic restaurants and food as a tourist draw

Support the development of and arts and cultural events 

Reuse mill buildings

Transportation – need for additional public as well make the city more walkable/bikeable

Clean city – no trash, litter or graffiti

Positive, “can do” attitude

Make landlords accountable for the maintenance of their properties

Reduce gangs, crime, drugs

Develop a vision that provides hope and raises peoples expectations

Finish City Hall construction

Address poverty, homeless and substance abuse issues

Be pro-active about economic development including providing a range of job opportunities 

Increase recreational opportunities for adults and children

Improve children’s play areas 

VISION STATEMENT
Crafting a vision statement is a way of understanding and describing the desired future as envisioned by a group of people.  “Imagine…” and “Fall River will…”  are ways of describing how the City would be if the desired future is attained.  As action plan will be developed based on this vision.  The plan will outline steps necessary to reach the shared vision.

The following vision statement represents the compilation of ideas suggested by the participants who attended the visioning workshop who contributed the elements of a desired future for the city.  The elements included in the visioning statement represent those around which relative consensus was reached and/or seemed consistent with other thoughts as outlined by the workshop participants.

Fall River will protect and preserve all that is good about the city including the waterfront, historic buildings, churches and unique parks, natural resources (rivers, ponds and forest) and a variety of ethnic eateries and arts and cultural venues.  It is a city with many assets including its people who have a strong sense of pride in their heritage.
Fall River will develop its economy in a proactive manner so that it attracts a wide variety of jobs and simultaneously provide job training opportunities to its residents.  It is a city where trades will be as respected as white-collar professions.   The City will use tourism to supplement the economic base by capitalizing on the waterfront, historic buildings and parks and other unique sites and by becoming a destination.  The waterfront will be bustling with multiple uses including a pleasure boat center, a deep water port, a maritime national park and cruise ships connecting the various area locations.    Arts and culture will be another way to attract visitors to the city.

Simultaneous to developing its economy, the City will support and enhance its educational system both for school children and adults.   Educational attainment amongst the city’s youth will be high as will adult literacy. 

The Downtown will be revitalized.  It will be a center for commerce and retail and social gathering.  It will be attractive and vibrant with a variety of stores and restaurants open both in the day and in the evening.  Walking will be pleasant and parking will be made easy with amble spaces and well signed locations.

The city’s ethnic diversity will be celebrated and the various benefits in terms of variety in culinary opportunities, celebrations and events, will be promoted.

Historic buildings will be preserved and well maintained and mill buildings will be reused in a number of ways including retail, tourism, artists live/work space, and residential units.  

The City’s natural resources will be highlighted in a number of ways.  The park system will be well maintained and highly used and linked by a series of walking/biking paths.  The Quequechan River Falls will be daylighted and this will become a focal point for community gathering and economic development.    There will be a variety of recreational opportunities available to both adults and young people.  Children’s play spaces will be updated, well maintained and located throughout the city.

Fall River will be a safe and clean city.  Public safety will be a priority and residents will take care of their trash and litter and there will be a minimal amount of graffiti.  Absentee landlords will be made accountable for the maintenance of their buildings.   The city will be free of gangs, crime and substance abuse.  

There will be affordable housing and a range of housing available to a wide variety of individuals and families including the elderly and low-income residents.  The homeless will be provided shelter and support to find more permanent housing solutions.

Transportation will be pleasant and efficient without dangerous intersections and signage will be appropriate and easy to follow.   Public transportation will be affordable and adequate.  Walking and biking will be safe and pleasant by way of well-maintained sidewalks and a bike path.  The commuter rail will connect the city to Boston.

Imagine a Fall River where residents have a positive attitude and are filled with hope and high expectations.  Imagine a Fall River with a renewed sense of community and civic pride.  The City will have a new motto with the spirit of “we will”  and “can do,” and all will work together towards a shared vision for a bright future. 

DOCUMENTATION OF PARTICIPANT INPUT

Participants were asked the following questions:

1. “What are your favorite things about Fall River (that you would want to ensure be preserved in the future)”?  
.
2. “What are your least favorite things about Fall River (that you feel are important to change in the future
3. “What do you think Fall River could be?” 
4. “Think about other towns you have visited (or even seen in a movie, heard or read about) and share some ideas that you think could be relevant to making Fall River a better place to live.” 
5. “What are some potential obstacles to positive change as you see them?” 
6. “If you could do one thing to improve Fall River, what would it be?” 
SUMMARY OF MAJORITY RESPONSES
For questions 1, 2 and 6 participants were asked to prioritize their group’s responses.  Two of the six groups ranked their responses but did not document the total number of votes the group gave issues.  Priority responses have been determined by adding up the number of votes for those groups which documented these;  these were then compared to the ranking made by the other two groups.  There was significant consensus on many issues.

Favorite Things

Waterfront

Historic buildings

Diversity of population

Natural resources

Quequechan River

Parks

Churches Battleship Cove 
Ethnic Food and Restaurants

Arts

Least Favorite Things

Trash and litter and graffiti

Poor self image

Absentee landlords

Mt. Trashmore Landfill

Gangs/Crime/Drugs

Downtown

Lack of vision

City Hall/Government Center

Lack of education

City entrances/exits

Lack of children’s playspaces

Poor support for the arts

Transportation

Condition and amount of public housing


If you could do one thing to improve Fall River….

Support education system

Clean up city streets and fix sidewalks

Protect the historic district and other historic buildings

Change attitudes regarding trash

Improve attitude overall

Stop LNG
Waterfront revitalization

Build strong tourist/entertainment economy

Improve city transportation

Youth Corps

Quequechan River initiative

Revitalize Downtown

Commuter rail to Boston

Better paying jobs

Fast track economic development

New vision

Invest in community

“Green City”

.

1. “What are your favorite things about Fall River (that you would want to ensure be preserved in the future)”? 

	Response
	Comments
	# of groups (of 6)
	# of dots


	Waterfront
	Esp. the boardwalk, access, recreation space
	6
	29

	Natural resources
	Bio-reserve, ponds, forest, hills
	6
	23

	Historic buildings
	preservation , landmarks, old Durfee high school bldg., mills
	5
	21

	Diversity of population,  cultures
	Celebrate diversity, ethnic neighorhoods
	5
	21

	Parks
	Esp. Olmstead parks
	5
	16

	Quequechan River
	Focus of development, the falls
	3
	15

	Churches
	Church steeples 
	3
	8

	Battleship Cove
	
	2
	6

	Ethnic Food and Restaurants
	
	4
	6

	Arts
	
	3
	6

	Volunteerism
	
	1
	5

	Location in Southeastern MA
	Easy highway access
	5
	5

	City port
	
	1
	5

	Columbia Street 
	Commercial cultural area
	1
	5

	Views
	
	3
	5

	Street trees
	
	2
	5

	Low tax rate
	
	1
	3

	Affordable housing
	
	2
	3

	Mill buildings
	Esp.those that have been renovated
	3
	3

	Shopping at Mom & Pop stores
	
	1
	3

	Drinking Water
	
	2
	3

	Music
	
	1
	2

	Potential
	
	1
	2

	Additional land taking LNG site
	East End
	1
	2

	Historical Society
	
	1
	2

	Celebrations
	Ethnic, religious and civic
	1
	2

	Small business friendly
	
	1
	1

	Bicycling
	
	1
	1

	Sociability
	
	1
	1

	Senior citizens
	
	1
	1

	Shopping
	
	1
	1

	Transportation
	
	1
	0

	Schools
	Many options – K-18, Diman, Atlantis, BCC
	2
	0

	Roller skating
	
	1
	0

	Health Care
	
	1
	-

	Diversity of open space & urban living
	
	1
	-

	Work ethic
	
	1
	-

	Library
	
	1
	-

	Access to both salt & fresh water
	
	1
	-

	Medical
	
	1
	

	Lack of pretension
	
	1
	-

	Great golf
	
	1
	-

	Old Fall River & its history
	
	1
	1

	Bristol Community College
	
	1
	1

	The people
	Community bonding
	2
	0


Responses from the two groups that ranked their top responses without recording number of votes:

Top responses (Group 1):

Water Resources

Drinking Water

Quality education

Parks

Health Care

Top responses (Group 2):

The waterfront

Diversity of population

Cultural/artistic diversity
Location

2. “What are your least favorite things about Fall River (that you feel are important to change in the future?
	Response
	Comments
	# of groups (of 6)
	# of dots


	Trash and litter and graffiti
	
	5
	28

	Absentee/negligent landlords
	Neglect of property, vacancies
	5
	25

	Poor self image
	Can’t do attitude

Second best is OK attitude,

lack of pride
	5
	15

	Gangs/crime/drugs
	
	6
	15

	City hall/Government Center
	
	3
	12

	Mt. Trashmore
	BFI Landfill
	3
	10

	Lack of education
	Common sense
	2
	8

	Downtown
	Demise, Condition, not utilized, poor lighting on Main Street, “dead zone”
	4
	8

	City entrances/exits
	Incl. signage & landscaping
	2
	7

	Transportation
	Lack of public transportation
	3
	7

	Lack of vision
	Lack of progress
	1
	6

	Poor support for the arts
	Lack of cultural/arts, lack of cultural center
	2
	6

	Air Pollution power plant
	
	2
	5

	Condition & amount of public housing
	
	2
	5

	195/79 Connector
	
	1
	4

	Low paying jobs
	
	1
	4

	Zoning
	
	1
	4

	Lack of green spaces
	
	1
	3

	Neglect of historic properties
	
	1
	3

	Lack of city identity
	
	1
	3

	Lack of children’s play space
	Poor condition of playgrounds
	2
	3

	Shared vision
	Willingness to fight for it
	1
	3

	Underutilization of parks
	No entertainment
	2
	3

	Lack of youth programs
	
	1
	2

	Lack of parking
	
	4
	2

	Bicycling & walking on any street
	
	2
	2

	Potholes, streets, sidewalks
	Lack of land markings, poor street cleaning/sanitation
	4
	2

	City motto: “We’ll Try”
	
	2
	2

	Industrial eye sores
	
	1
	2

	Too much smoking
	Resulting in poor health  
	2
	2

	Redistribution of recourses
	
	1
	2

	School system
	Negative, School drop out rate

Negative perception of
	2
	1

	Obscene school budget
	
	1
	1

	New courthouse
	
	1
	1

	Too many houses
	
	1
	1

	Ethnic hate
	
	1
	1

	Dogs in parks
	
	1
	1

	Under- development of waterfront
	Lack of access, Need for more boating resources
	3
	1

	Poor maintenance of city buildings
	
	1
	1

	All Boards
	
	1
	1

	2-lanes Rt. 24
	
	1
	1

	Homeless
	
	1
	0

	Things to do 
	Lack of? Lack of recreational opportunities
	2
	0

	Dangerous intersections
	
	2
	0

	Incinerator
	
	3
	0

	Too many stop signs in wrong places
	
	1
	0

	More health insurance
	
	1
	0

	Poor air quality at Durfee
	
	1
	0

	Voter apathy
	
	1
	0

	Arrogant office holders
	
	1
	0

	Presence of Hess
	
	1
	0

	LNG threat
	
	1
	-

	Zoning Board
	
	1
	-

	Lost sense of community
	Pedestrians not friendly

Lack of pride
	2
	-

	Lack of non-ethnic restaurants
	
	1
	-

	Poor planning
	e.g. location of the new Kuss Middle School spoils a waterfront &may be dangerous for children
	1
	1

	Rodents
	
	1
	1

	Lack of promotion & info on city events
	
	1
	0

	Lack of accessibility
	
	1
	2

	Lack of demolition/dev. Restrictions
	
	1
	0

	Lack of good paying jobs
	Loss of manufacturing jobs
	3
	2

	Not enough capital investment
	
	1
	1

	Accountability – lack of 
	
	3
	1

	Lack of financial resources
	
	1
	1

	Quequechan River is covered up
	
	1
	1


Responses from the two groups that ranked their top responses without recording number of votes:

Top responses (Group 1):

Second best is OK attitude

Gangs and crime

Litter and lack of cleanliness

Downtown demise

Lack of downtown parking

Top responses (Group 2):

Lack of job opportunities

Downtown “dead zone”

Failure of municipal gov. to follow thru

Lack of recreational opportunities

Lack of parking

3. “What do you think Fall River could be?” 
· A tourist attraction and destination city (5)

· Gambling facilities (at LNG site)

· Food as tourism – Emeril, Abbey Grille

· Waterfront as destination

· Historical destination (2)

· Preserve and protect NHDS (National Historic Districts?)

· A bustling, active and vibrant waterfront (4)

· Returning the cruise ships/Fall River Line

· Deep water port  (2)

· A pleasure boat center

· Commercial port (2)

· Riverboats

· Maritime National park

· Connector to Islands

· Arts and culture (4)

· A theater district, Capitol Theater 

· A city with a vibrant arts/downtown district

· A flourishing entrepreneurial center for local artisans and craftsmen

· National model for revitalization

· Restore Quechechan River w/ bike path

· Expanded, bigger, revitalized downtown (2)

· Model for ethnic or religious tolerance, celebrate diversity & ethnicity (2)

· Completed bio-reserve

· Quequechan Bike Path – opening, day-lighting

· Example of smart growth principles, link downtown & waterfront

· Model for reuse mills (2)

· Develop into artist lofts

· Center of activities 

· Green center of Mass (alternative energy development

· The center of Southeastern Massachusetts

· Center for technology

· A connection to Boston by train

· Business connection center

· Link by water between cities from NYC to P-town

· Vibrant community with enviable quality of life

· Great place for young families

· Better transportation for the elderly

· Boys and Girls Club

· Very attractive

· New motto –“We will”

· World class education system (3)

· Affordable city

· Safe place to live

· Culinary mecca

· Respect for trades

· Dog Parks

· First class regional health care center

· No Homelessness

· A good economy

· Improved education & training – white collar

· More manufacturing jobs

· More white collar jobs (Meditech)

· Jobs vs. warehouses

· Revived industrial center

· Attractive location for technology jobs

· Regional approach to business

· Less and Deconcentrated public housing

· Medical Hub

· Beautiful Green City

· A “little Newport, RI”

· A “Bristol, RI”

· A “Portland, MA”

· A Lowell

· A prouder city (2)

· A safer city

· A beautiful city

· Shopping center/plaza downtown

· Commercial and banking center

· A positive community

· A place with a successful history of community activism

4. “Think about other towns you have visited (or even seen in a movie, heard or read about) and share some ideas that you think could be relevant to making Fall River a better place to live.” 
	Place
	Idea

	Eugene, Oregon
	Recycling

Green spaces/bike paths

	Pittsfield, MA
	Downtown revitalization

	Phoenix, AZ
	“Fight Back” to clean litter & fight drugs

	Palm Springs, CA


	Got rid of landfill

	San Diego & San Francisco, CA
	Revamped Education System

Student/Teacher interaction

	New York City, NY
	Recycling

Revamped Education System as well

	Funchal, Madeira- Portugal
	Recycling

	Mexico City
	Sculpture and Art

	Providence, RI
	Arts & Culture

Rhode Island Office of *

Economy

	Newport, RI
	Shopping near water

Cliff Walk

Restaurant

Marina

	Boston, MA
	Historical Tours

Historic Building Identified

Swan Boats/Parks

	Warren, RI
	Development

Rehabilitation

	Raleigh, NC
	Master Plan

Rebuilding Arts 

Drawing People

	St. Petersburg, FL


	Model for redevelopment  (we could draw on)

	Bristol, RI


	Bike path

Parade

Use of waterfront

	Portland, ME
	Turn-around City

	Lowell, MA


	Revitalization

Arts

Overlay District Waterfront

	Providence, Portsmouth,  

San Antonio, Newport

Baltimore, Lowell

Plymouth
	River Development

	
	Architectural building diversity (churches)

	
	Highlighting cultural centers

	
	Advancing/promoting ethnic cultures

	
	Wind turbines as power source

	Lisbon
	Redeveloped waterfront

	Baltimore, MD
	

	Lowell, MA
	Old downtown development

	
	Suburban architectural design

	Portland, ME
	

	Providence, RI
	

	
	Waterfront development and utilization

	Bristol, Swansea
	Public water access – boats, swimming, kayaks

	Baltimore
	Harbor Center Development  - retail/dining/cultural

	Providence
	Ongoing municipal program “Renaissance” to sustain community

	Maine
	Good signage (“Where am I? What is here? Where can I park?”

	
	

	Prague
	Green space in community center

	Providence
	Expanded utilization of waterways


Other Comments

Do a search by specific criteria for models

Develop partnerships (civic, business, cultural)
More parking in the city
Better transportation linking neighborhoods

Schools as centers for activities (24-7)

Green schools/community

Reuse the landfill for alternative uses

Teach Fall River History

Bring back civic education

Add professional sports

Attract younger generation(s)

Build a better reputation

Expand colleges & universities (not just satellite but entire campuses with a physical presence and visibility)

Add arts/art events

Increase/improve walkability (enhancing physical connectivity of locations/attractions)

Add hotels and restaurants

Add museums and galleries

Increase employment opportunities

Attract “green” and technology industries

Add tours and tour guides

Add boat tours (swan boats)

Add youth recreation

Add/increase nightlife

Restore and open a public beach

Clean up the Taunton River

Restore the Fall River line (steamships)

Bring in the commuter rail

International food court

Alternative energy/hydroelectric plant

5. “What are some potential obstacles to positive change as you see them?” 
	Response
	Comment
	# of groups (out of 6)

	Lack of funding
	Incl. state and federal and private investment
	6

	Lack of focus, vision, consensus
	Pulling in different directions, lack of buy-in

Lack of public will and political will
	6

	Education  
	Middle class flight schools, 

Low educational attainment

Lack of value on education

Need to create informed populace
	6

	Attitude 
	Ignorance, no long term perspective, low self esteem of population, lack of civic pride, voter apathy, low expectations, “Fall Riveritis”, opposition to progress, lack of desire to change
	6

	Loss of educated youth
	Brain drain, exodus of middle class
	3

	Increased poverty
	And transient population
	3

	Lack of strong/pro-active leadership
	Lack of project completion
	3

	Politics
	Politicians, cronyism, reduce the number of City Councilors from 9 to 7, lack of qualified decision-makers, lack of follow through, accountability, officials not supporting city
	2

	Lack of citizen participation
	Lack of authentic input & collaboration
	2

	Greed, self-interest
	 Need to emphasize responsible dev.
	3

	Ethnic hate
	
	1

	Mills 
	Empty/unused
	1

	Communication
	
	1

	Commerce
	
	1

	Accessing community resources
	Difficult
	1

	Judicial system
	Too lenient
	1

	LNG & other industrial projects
	
	1

	Unions
	
	1

	Absentee landlords
	
	1

	Drug dependency
	
	1

	Lack of jobs
	
	1

	Lack of sense of community
	Lack of neighborhood events
	1

	Lack of affordable housing
	
	1

	Lack of state/federal partnership
	
	1

	Landlords/multi-family
	
	1

	Aging population
	
	1

	Absentee landlords
	
	1

	Outsider image of the city
	
	1

	Current media
	Radio and newspaper, biased reporting
	1

	Location of Battleship
	Restricts development
	1

	Air pollution
	
	1

	Transportation
	
	1


6. “If you could do one thing to improve Fall River, what would it be?” 
	Response
	Comments
	# of groups (of 6)
	# of dots


	Support educational system 
	Reduce drop out rate, 

smaller class sizes

Give education needed resources
	5
	24

	Clean up city streets & fix sidewalks
	
	2
	12

	Quequechan River intitiative
	Day-light
	2
	11

	Protect the historic district
	And other historic buildings
	2
	10

	Waterfront revitalization
	marina/boat moorings

zoning overlay along waterfron & 195, clean up
	3
	10

	Comprehensive transportation system
	Improve city transportation
	3
	10

	Change attitudes regarding trash
	Tip line for litter
	1
	9

	Improve attitude 
	“can do”, raise expectations
	4
	9

	Stop LNG
	
	1
	9

	Build strong tourism/entertainment economy
	
	1
	8

	Youth Corps 
	With community involvement
	1
	8

	Revitalize Downtown
	Improve parking
	4
	7

	Commuter rail to Boston
	
	2
	7

	Better paying jobs
	
	1
	7

	New vision 
	To benefit Fall River, sense of hope, communicate vision
	2
	6

	Invest in community
	
	1
	6

	“Green City”
	
	1
	6

	Complete bio-reserve
	
	1
	5

	Implement master plan
	
	1
	5

	Green way and walkways, bikepath
	Assonet River to Tiverton
	2
	4

	Increase money for public safety
	Increase police foot patrol
	2
	4

	 Enforce current ordinances
	
	1
	4

	Remover Mayor from Chairman of the School Committee
	
	1
	3

	Drive through at Government Center
	
	1
	3

	Follow through
	Accountability of elected officials
	2
	3

	Open Heritage State Park
	
	1
	2

	Expedite efficient construction
	
	1
	2

	Develop & encourage civic responsibility
	
	1
	2

	Improve quality of water
	Taunton River
	1
	2

	Protect the water supply
	
	1
	2

	Uniforms for city workers
	When working outside
	1
	1

	Take Weaver Cove site
	Eminent domain
	1
	1

	More homeless shelters
	
	1
	1

	Certify Historical Commission
	
	1
	1

	Arts overlay district
	
	1
	1

	Pressure on landlords/rent control
	
	1
	0

	More entertainment
	
	1
	0

	New City Hall
	
	1
	-

	Friendlier attitude
	
	1
	-

	More community involvement
	
	1
	-

	Educate residents on bio-reserve
	And reservation
	1
	-

	Create incentives for economic dev.
	
	1
	1

	Development recreation
	Adults and kids
	1
	-

	Fast track economic development
	
	1
	-

	Publicize Fall River
	
	1
	-

	Increase municipal parking
	
	1
	-

	Reduce influx of welfare recipients
	
	1
	-


Responses from the two groups that ranked their top responses without recording number of votes:

Top responses (Group 1):

Commuter rail to Boston

Develop Waterfront Revitalization Plan

Support Educational System

Real plan to revitalize Downtown

Top responses (Group 2):

Smaller class sizes

Bring back downtown

Develop recreation for kids & adults

Change attitude from negative to positive

Fast track economic development

COMMENT PADS

Participants were also asked to respond to a series of questions on “comment pads” located on a table in the entrance to the building.  A listing of these responses follows. 
What positive words and/or images would you use to describe Fall River?

A city with a rich, cultural history that has maintained open space for protection of its primary resource – the Wattuppa Watershed

Remarkable history, great potential

What negative words and/or images would you use to describe Fall River?

Oh that’s “good enough” or “what do you expect for Fall River?”

Undereducated

Poor 

Disregard education

Not integrated into south coast community

Powerless (home for the)

People pass through

Poor citizen involvement

Landlords who care little about the look of their property or the type of tenants they rent to.

What are the major problems that you see ahead for your particular neighborhood?

Former Shell Oil site – Keep LNG out and find a suitable neighbor – possible residential/business and recreational

Lower Highlands /Historic Downtown Neighborhood – drugs, prostitution and litter  - all proliferate.

No cohesiveness or city economic vision

Make use of neighborhoods as a focus

Better transportation

Great geographical area, poor urban planning

Need a downtown to function

If you were to design a day for a tourist visiting Fall River for the first time, what would you include on the “must see, must do” list?

A walk along the waterfront on the boardwalk, then up behind the mills to see the Q Falls and a little history of the Granite Mills followed up by watching the sunset from the top of North Park.

Early morning stroll in Bioreserve or Tattapan Trail or along the Taunton River

Breakfast at a diner (especially if from New Jersey)

Morning at public library reading greats in area – plan day

Lunch at Swedes or café.

Museum, boat ride or architectural drive …. Area using Fall River as central location.

Geological tour of Danton Rock or Profile Rock.

Light refreshment and snack at Sagres.

Evening: Theater or movie in Providence or event at Narrow S.

Head for New Bedford

� All participants were asked to respond to this question.  Once all group members had contributed their ideas, each participant was given 5 dots and asked to get up from their seats and “vote” on which they felt was most important by placing the dots next to the words written on large pads.  Each participant was asked to use all of their dots, but instructed not to place any more than 3 dots on any one item.   Two of the groups did not document the number of votes, but instead ranked their priorities.  These are recorded separately.
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Daphne Politis, Community Circle
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